
-- 

STATE OF CAL!FORNjA 

STATE BOARD OF EQUALIZATION 
STRz?T, SACRAMENTO, CAtlFORNlA 

BOX 7799, SACRAhENTO, CAKFORNIA 959&j 

445-4982 - 

April 3, ?978 

GEORGE R. REILLY 
First District, San Francisco 

IRiS SANE-f 
Second District, San Diego 

WILLIAM M. BENNm 
Third District, Sun Rafael 

RICHARD NEVlN.5 
Fourth Dkrict, Poscdeno 

KENNETH CORY 
ConfrofLx, Sacramento 

Q-OUGLAS D. BELL 
. Executive Secrefary 

TO CO'UXTY ASSESSORS: 

t 4 e 

--*-- .-- - , .~ , 
-. CONVERSIGN OF-A HOSI-%%6% TO A BUILDING - 

Following is the text of memorandum tile Department of Motor Vehicles 
(DXVj issued on December S7$ 7977, to mobilehome dealers, banks, 
finance companies, and credit unions. 

"When a mobilehome is converted to a building and is 
declared by the owner to be an improvement to real 
property, it ceases to be a vehicle and all outstanding 
evidence cf vehi tie ownership and registration becomes 
invalid and shall be surrendered to the department for 
cancellation. (The department does not title Or register 
buildings,) 

“‘i 
l New Mobilehone Converted to a Building 

a. When a dealer sells a new mobilehome that the 
- purchaser plans to place on a permanent foundation 

and comer t to a building, the dealer shall issue 
a New Vehicle Report of Sale and collect 12 months 
of vehicle registration and vehicle license fees 
in the usual manner. During that registration 
year, if the vehicle is subsequently placed on a 
permar nt foundation and has been accepted by the 
county assessor as an improvemer,t to real property, 
the ownershis certificate, registration card, and 
any other registraticn indicia issued for IL,- 
mobilehome shall be snrendered to the department 
for CaTlCeliation * 

b. When a new mobilehome has been placed on a permanent 
foundation and is accepted by the county assessor as 
sn improvement to reai property nrior to the sale 
to a retail purchaser, it is not a vehicle at the 
time of sale, and a dealer's report of sale is not 
required. 

"2. Used $5 laz-re Cozverte2 to 2 %uildinp 

A used mobile?-:e that is currently registered may be 
placed CL: a sermaxent fsundation and when accepted by 
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the county assessor as an lm~r0vemen-c to real pro-oerty, 
It Is no longer a vehicle an2 ali vehicle ownership and 
registrati on indicla shali Se surrendered to the depart- 
ment for canceilaticn. ff 

Based on the above me,morandum I Sv the Tleprtmen t of Eotor Vehicles you 
could be approached by mobilehome owners req*ueeting your acceptance of 
their former mobilehones as improvements to rea? property. When this *= 
occurs, we suggest 1-0~ obtain a;_ affidavit signed by the owner certify- 
ing that his mobilenose has been @aced u?on a p~manent foundation. 
You should then proceed to e,nroll it as an improvement. 

As a courtesy to the mobilehome owner, you may wish to caution him that 
by converting the property from a vehicle to a residential structure it 
may be sui; ject to eqensive modification to satisfy local building code 
requirements I a Iie should ais0 be cautior,ed that an excuse from vehicle 
license fee without a subsequent complete and bona fide conversion to 
a residential structure may render the Fi-GpWt3; unlawful to occupy. 
(See Eealth and Safety Code, Section 1855o, especially Section 18550(h); 
58 Ops. Sal, Atty. Gen. 660.) 

Please contact Bud Florence of this Division if ycu have any questions 
regarding the above. 

Sincerely, . 

+ ~A? 

Jack 3'. Eisenlauer, Chief - 
Assessment Standards Division 
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